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U.S-mail is supposed to be sacrocanct, but the let- "other smuggled goods. The court drew no dxsunc-
ter writer may unintentionally be addressinga com-  tion- between searching international mail and .

munication to whom it may concern as well as to th° searching persans, envelopes and other packages at -

intended recipient. . “a border. And the majority. wandering into the fuz-
‘The Postal Service is the guarchan of the maxl but zy reaches of speeulation, said there is little chance
the watchman is less than vigilant. Testimony be- of violating First Amendment freedoms of speech

fore a congressional subcommittee discloses that: *  because regulations forpid the readmg of matenal
—Mail fron certain foreign countries is routmely inside the envelopes searched. = .
forwarded to the Customs Service. i - Recent history of widespread i mvasxon of pnvacy

.—Customs agents turned over some mail to mlh- of the mail refutes the majority opinion, and lends ™

. tery mvestwatom who have no legal aut,honty to convincing support to the position of Justices John

openit. - - Paul Stevens, William J. Brennan Jr. and Thurgood
—It was “general policy” of the Customs Semce Marshall, who warned: “If the government is al- -
to call in military investigators when dealmv with lowed to exercise the power it claims, the door will
mail to or from servicemen. -~ - ‘be-open to the - wholesale, secret exammatxon o£ aL
-—The Customs Service violated Iegal procedures . incoming international letter mail” . ::

to operror read some letters, although its legal au- -~ In the past, government agencies, witheut any Ie- .

-1ty extends only to lookmo for contraba.nd from gal authority, have felt free to interfere with the |

‘ abroad;' iAo » mail. Only two years ago, the CIA admitted that it

\Iembers of the subcomrmttee sald the coopera~ » had opened hundreds of thousands of letters over a..
tion of the Postal Service with the Customs Service = 20-year period. And shortly afterward, the FBI con-.
was so enthusiastic that it amounted to surrender by - . fessed that it pursued an illegal mail-opening pro-.

the Postal-Service of its authority-over the mail.’ " gram paralleling that of the CIA Later, it was dis- |

Rep. Leo J. Ryan (D-Calif.), emphasizing this view, <- closed that the CIA had intercepted niail of selected
accused the postal agency of indifference to the xlle- .~ American politicians, including mail to or from Sen. -

- galitie§ committed by the Customs Service: .. ', Edward M. Kennedy, Sen. HubertH. Humphrey and |

As a result of the hearing, the subcommxttee has *'Sen. Frank Church,aswellas pmmnent Amermns

under consideration a proposal fo require the Cus-. - mpnvate life. - .=, -
toms- Service to obtain search warrants before. .~ -Humphrey called the CIA acuou ‘a pnme exam-j

opening incoming mail suspected of contammv con-- ple of bureaucratic arroga.nce, vwlauou of the law.-,
Ctrabantk z: L “'“‘andabuseofpow - S St .

If the privacy of the ma11 is to be protected ftom The abuses revealed in the Postal Semce and.
the encroachments revealed by the subcommittee, Customs Semceare onta smaller scale than the vio-
reform: Would have to be implemented by law in lations disclosed in the FBI and CIA, but, unless
view of a U.S. Supreme Court decision June 6. The controlled by law, they will grow. Power lusts after
court held, 6 to 3, that warrantless mail searches by more power. Even the authorily necessary for

- customs inspectors are justified if there is “reasona- .- government agencies to discharge their valid func—

v

ble cause” to suspect that they contam nmotxcs or txons must he hedgedth.h restramts. o
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